
TRAPPER ALERT!! 
Representative Andy Josephson (Democrat from Anchorage) recently introduced a 

bill in Juneau which would ban trapping within 200 feet of trails and other public 

facilities.  In addition, it would absolve any dog owner who allowed a dog to run 

loose, even in jurisdictions where this is prohibited.  This bill is VERY one-sided. 

HOUSE BILL NO. 306 

"An Act prohibiting and providing penalties and civil remedies for trapping within 200 feet of 

certain public facilities, areas, and trails; and providing for an effective date."  

* Section 1. AS 16.05 is amended by adding a new section to read: 

Sec. 16.05.781. Trapping near certain public use areas.  

(a) A person may not set a trap or snare for animals within 200 feet of a (1) campsite, 

recreational beach, roadside rest, scenic site, or other public facility or area established under AS 

41.21; or (2) public trail.  

(b) A person who violates this section is guilty of a class B misdemeanor and shall be punished 

by a fine of not more than  

(1) $500, by imprisonment for not more than 30 days, or by both, unless the circumstance 

described under (2) of this subsection applies; or  

(2) $1,000, by imprisonment for not more than 60 days, or by both, if the violation caused 

physical harm to an individual or domestic animal. 

(c) In an action under (b) of this section, it is not a defense that another person was violating a 

local ordinance relating to the restraint or control of a domestic animal.  

(d) A person aggrieved by conduct or threatened conduct in violation of this section may petition 

a superior court to enjoin the respondent from engaging in the conduct. A person who violates 

this section is liable for general damages and special damages resulting from that violation. 

(e) In this section, "public trail" means a trail or footpath designated under AS 41.21.850 - 

41.21.872 or other trail, footpath, or way that is open to public use as a matter of right. 

* Sec. 2. This Act takes effect January 1, 2017.  



We encourage all trappers to contact their local legislators (especially those in the 

House) to express our opposition to this bill.  Contact info for legislators can be 

found on the State of Alaska website (www.alaska.gov).  You will find a series of 

tabs on the right-hand side of the screen.  Click on the one entitled “Alaska 

Legislature.”  On the next screen, you will find a series of tabs on the left-hand 

side of the screen.  Click on the one entitled “House.”  The next screen will contain 

photos of all Representatives, along with their respective e-mail addresses.   

We recommend that you include some or all of the following “talking points” in 

your message: 

 While we assume that the author of this bill is well-intentioned, it seems to 

have been drafted by someone with little exposure to conditions anywhere 

off the sidewalks of Anchorage or Juneau. 

 The bill would have the effect of unnecessarily closing thousands of acres of 

Alaska to trapping.  As an example, just along the Iditarod Trail alone, this 

bill would mean the closure of 55,000 acres to trapping.  Considering that 

the Iditarod and other trails run along traplines near many villages, this could 

have a devastating effect on village trappers. 

 The statutory definition of a “trail” in this bill includes any “footpath” or 

“way.”  This definition means that ANY PLACE ON PUBLIC LAND 

WHERE A PERSON MIGHT WALK would be off-limits to trapping.   

This, then would result in the closure of millions of additional acres to 

trapping. 

 Amazingly, the proposed bill specifically states that if a free-running dog 

gets caught in a trap, the trapper cannot use as a defense that the pet owner 

was ignoring local leash law ordinances.   

o Furthermore, the trapper would be liable for general and special 

damages. 

 This is a matter that would be more appropriately dealt with by the Board of 

Game, not the Legislature.   

 ATA will continue to encourage members and non-members to avoid areas 

where potential conflicts with pet owners might occur.  However, statutorily 

closing thousands of acres of Alaska to trapping to placate anti-trapping 

activists is neither fair nor advisable.    

http://www.alaska.gov/

